I had been flying Night Hawk missions so I slept during the day.   I was awakened one morning by an explosion and grabbed my camera and ran toward the smoke

The following sequence is of an OH6 from the 1/9 1st Cav that was refueling in Phuc Vinh.  As he was landing his skid became entangled with the fuel hose and he flip over.  There were 3 men on board and trapped in the aircraft.  

My CO happened to be landing a flight of hueys on the other side and saw the OH6 crash.  He ordered the flight to get out of there and got out of his aircraft and ran to the burning helicopter.
In the middle of the fueling area was a drainage ditch that often had JP4 spillage on top of the water that was in the ditch.  As he ran he fell in the ditch and was covered with fuel.  He had to know because of the odor of the fuel that he would burn if he tried to rescue the guys in the crash.  He ran in anyway and pulled them out.  
Two of the 3 crash victims lived though severely injured one died.  My CO Major Pete Bradley was severely burned but survived.  

The last picture is the medivac taking them away.

It was one of the most heroic things I ever witnessed

Jay Amundson

Ghostrider 3

C/227th 1st Cav 1970-1971
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